
RESOURCE 12

Description

Culture is developed through social interactions with other member in society and learning the 
appropriate rules and patterns of behaviour in a society is an integral part of culture. There are three 
elements to a culture- customs and traditions; social norms and values.

1 Topic Culture and its basic elements

2 Subject Sociology

3 Topic connected which area of 
subject?

TERMS, CONCEPTS AND THEIR USE  IN SOCIOLOGY

4 Class/ Level XI

5 Objectives To make students understand —

∑ The concept of culture

∑ The components and elements of culture

6 Summary Culture is what distinguishes human beings from other 
animals. Culture and society are closely associated and 
culture can only be acquired when an individual is a member 
of society. Thus, there can be no culture without society and 
vice-versa.

7 Key Words Culture, values, norms, customs, traditions

8 Team of content persons Shyamala Rani Rao, Seema Banerjee, Abha Narula Seth, 
Mamta Saha.

9 Subject Coordinator Prof. Manju Bhatt

10 CIET Coordinator Dr.Indu Kumar



CULTURE
Culture-Can be 
acquired only 
when individual 
is a member of 
a society

Latin word  
“Colere”

Meaning-
“Cultivate”

Basic elements 
of culture

Custom and 
Tradition Social Norms Social values

CULTURE

It is learned 
behaviour shared 

& transmitted 
among members 

NORMS 

It is a guideline or 
an expectation for 

behaviour 

VALUES

They are desirable 
forms of behaviour



ACTIVITY

1. Find out more about your culture, specifically food habits, clothing, folkways, etc. that influence 
of your day to day life. 

2. Make a list of important cultural practices and discuss it in your class.


